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A] Under a canoe

Iwas in the Lake District with my family for our
‘summer holiday. There were four of us: Dad, Mum,
my grumpy twelve-year-old sister and me. On the fist
day it was raining, but we decided to hire some

= canoes

Mum and I set off in our canoe while Dad had to share
with my sister and put up with her bad mood. The lake
was calm. It stopped raining and | felt the warmth of the
‘sun on my shoulders. All around us were dense forest
oand steep hils. On the other side, a waterfall cascaded
down the hillide into the lake. ‘This is al ight," | thought.

‘Seconds later, | was less happy. While he was admiring
the view, Dad crashed into our canoe and knocked s
into the water. It was cold - extremely cold. And wet.

= Fortunately, we survived (the cold and the embarrassment)
My sister thought it was so amusing - she cheered up!
Then she wore a smile for the rest of the holiday.

8] A perfect sunset

My gifiiend Betty and | were in Barcelona for a
weekend. We had no plans and spoke no Spanish,

oW looked through a (Spanish) guidebook in our
youth hostel. We eventually decided to go to the top
of Tibidabo, a mountain overlooking Barcelona.

It we were lucky, we could watch the sunset over the
Gity. We set off by bus from the main square. The bus

* |=took us higher and higher above the city. I couldn't walt

10 gaze at the stunning views over Barcelona. At every
stop, passengers got off until we were the only two left
Then the bus driver stopped the bus and got off too.
"Tibidabo?' we asked him. He pointed to a mountain

=0 the other side of the valley. We were on the wrong
mountaint

We sat on a bench overlooking the sparkling lights of
the city far below. We had no idea whera we were, but
we didn't care because we got our perfect view of

= a blood-red sunset over Barcelona.

<) Out in the wild

ove wild animals, so my parents took me on holiday to
South Africa for my eighteenth birthday. | remember the
holiday as a series of images: the cold biue ocean, funny
penguins, miles of unspoilt beaches, lively cafés and
\friendly people. But the highlight of the holiday was
athree-day safarl.

Safari parks in South Africa are covered in trees and
bushes. This makes it difficltto spot animals. But our
safarl rangers were really good at finding them: we saw
= elephants, giraffes, zebras, buffalo bathing in a lake and
afamily of lons sleeping peacefully under a tree.

Suddenly, we heard a noise close to the jeep. There was
aflash of yellow and a loud roar — nobody moved a musce.
The leopard ran back into the bush and left us feeling

‘= terrified. Not far away sat two small leopard cubs.

At that moment, | learnt something: humans created the
Internet and spaceships, but we are helpless in the face of
nature.
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4 Match the words in blue in the stories with these phrases.

SYNONYMS ANTONYMS

1 bright lights - [sparkling | lights. 4 overcrowded beaches -

2 amazing views - |stunning |§ views. unspoilt beaches.

3 thick forest - [dense M forest. 5 gentle hills - steep hills.

6 pale pink sunset -
blood-red g sunset.
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5 Complete the sentences with words from the stories that have a similar meaning

to the words in brackets.

Story A

1 Does the writer suggest that her
sister is usually grumpy?
(bad-tempered)

2 Does the father have to

put up with his

daughter's bad mood? (tolerate)

3 What happened as the father was

admiring the view |E&?

(enjoying the scenery)

Story B

4 What did the writer

look through

to get ideas

for things to do? (read quickly)

5 Did they find a place to

gaze

time)

at the

stunning views? (look for a long

6 Did they sit on a bench

overlooking

(with a view over)

Tibidabo?

Story C

7 According to the writer, what

was the |highlight

of

the holiday? (best part)

8 Is it easy to|spot

wild animals on the plains of

South Africa? (see)

9 Did the writer suddenly feel

helpless

in the wild?

(unable to do anything)




